
Minutes Mid-year CUC Telecon, 05/08/2019 
v. 05/09/2019, B. Emonts 

 
Participants:  
D.J. Pisano, A-Ran Lyo, Alessandra Corsi, Michael Bietenholz, Hauyu Baobab Liu, 
Brian Glendenning, Brian’s parrot, Ryan Raba, Bjorn Emonts (excused: I. van 
Bemmel) 
 
 
Motivation: 
A delegation of the CASA Users Committee (CUC) met with the CASA 
representatives by telecon to have a discussion about the status of CASA. Main 
motivation was to give the CUC an update mid-year between the regular CUC face-
to-face meetings, and give the CUC the opportunity to provide feedback to the CASA 
team. 
 
 
Agenda Items: 
1). CASA 5.5, 5.6, and 6.0 Release Schedule  
2). New developments of interest to users  
3). CUC report 2018: progress towards implementing CUC recommendations  
4). Committee business 
 
A pdf-version of the presentations given by the CASA representatives is provided on 
this public wiki:  
https://safe.nrao.edu/wiki/bin/view/Software/CASA/CASAUsersCommitteeMidyear2
019 
 
 
Discussions: 
 
1). R. Raba and B. Emonts gave an overview of the CASA release schedule: 
 
• CASA 5.5.0 will be released any time now (solving a bug delayed the 5.5.0 

release). 
 
• CASA 5.6 and CASA 6 are both planned to be release around July this year, 

CASA 5.7 and 6.1 for early 2020. CASA 6 will be the first release with a modular 
approach, to make it easier to flexibly integrated CASA into Python. CASA 
5.6/5.7 and 6.0/6.1 will be release side-by-side for a year, so that everyone can get 
used to the transition. Mid 2020, CASA 5 will be deprecated. 

 
 
2). B. Emonts and R. Raba gave a presentation on new CASA developments that 
are of interest to users. An overview of this presentation can be found on the wiki. 
Additional points of discussion were: 
 
• The CUC raised the question whether any tasks were deprecated in CASA 5.5. 

Bjorn mentioned that a number of tasks were deprecated in CASA 5.4, and clean 



(replaced by tclean) is planned to disappear starting CASA 5.6. No tasks were 
deprecated in CASA 5.5. 

 
• CASA 6 currently works on Python 3.6. Ryan explained that the experimental pip 

install for CASA 6 is now available (link in wiki-presentation). On top of the 
modular approach, CASA 6 will continue to provide an all-inclusive distribution 
that mimics the current CASA. Michael was worried that this all-inclusive 
distribution will disappear in 2020, but Ryan clarified that the plan is that the all-
inclusive distribution will remain part of CASA indefinitely. 

 
• Brian also briefly mentioned the role that CASA played in the recent EHT black 

hole results. 
 
• CASA currently has a software position open, so please spread the word to 

interested colleagues. 
 
 
3). B. Emonts and R. Raba gave a status update regarding implementations 
based on the 2018 CUC Report. An overview of this presentation can be found on 
the wiki. Additional points of discussion were: 
 
• The question arose whether the new telemetry recording can make a comparison 

between the use of CARTA vs the CASA Viewer. CARTA does not fall under the 
telemetry recording, but it uses CASA functions that may perhaps be traceable. 
The CASA team will investigate further. 

 
• Ryan clarified that regarding the user request to “make CASA more reliable”, the 

CASA team is also developing verification tests that users will have access to 
starting CASA 6. 

 
• Bjorn mentions that a memo is public on last year’s CASA User Survey. The 

Survey is currently still open, but no longer actively advertised. If CASA is to 
start a new survey, it needs to have a clear goal. CUC agrees. 

 
• CASA forum is now closed. 
 
• In terms of documentation, Ryan explains that CASA is carefully documenting 

features that are not fully commissioning or validated, and Bjorn mentioned that 
clear warnings have been added to CASA Docs where needed. It was made clear 
to the CUC that, in this respect, documenting the tools is an issue that the CASA 
team is currently assessing. 

 
• D.J. asked regarding external code, giving an example data processing for GBT. 

CASA 6 is suited for considering to offer external code packages as add-ons to the 
official CASA release. 

 
• Ryan also mentioned that CASA encourages 3rd party support of CASA 

functionality, provided that this does not created unsupported software and 
“orphanaged” tasks. Two success stories are the collaboration with JIVE, which 
develops VLBI capabilities following a strict validation plan, and a new 



collaboration with IDIA, which is involved in front- and back-end support for 
CARTA. 

 
• The CARTA release schedule, as requested by the CUC in their 2018 Report, is 

now available in the May edition of the CASA Newsletter. 
 
• Brian’s parrot briefly disappeared.. 
 
 
4). Brian gave a brief overview of CUC committee business 
 
• Brian tried but had no luck so far with a new CUC member from Chile. Strategy is 

now to wait till the new Chile Regional ALMA Center is formed and then ask the 
director for a CUC appointment. 

 
• Bjorn and D.J. iterated on the possibility to host other telecon meetings, should 

there be need for that between the regular Fall face-to-face and Spring telecon 
meetings. 
 

• The next CUC face-to-face meeting will be in Charlottesville. For budgetary 
reasons, this meeting should occur after October 1st 2019. In the coming weeks, 
the CASA team will hand the CUC the “black-out” dates during which the F2F 
meeting is not feasible, after which the CUC will discuss their preferred dates. 

 
 


