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CASA 
Logistics 
•  Public Wifi (no password): nraoPUBLIC 
•  Lunch & light breakfast provided 
•  Meeting dinner tonight @ 6:30pm, my house (see last slide) 
•  NRAO Travelers: fill out travel form either here or after you return 
•  Presentations will be posted to the Wiki:  

https://safe.nrao.edu/wiki/bin/view/Software/CASA/CASAUsersCommittee 
•  Questions/help: me, or Lori Appel (lappel@nrao.edu) 

•  Closeout preliminary report – 15:30 Tuesday, open to meeting 
participants, will not be published 

•  Final written report – will be published/advertised on web, along with 
written response. Sooner better than later (4.4 planning process started) 



CASA 
Charge - General 
•  Tell us what you and your colleagues need to get your job done 
•  Might be: new features/capabilities, better documentation, fewer bugs, 

more training, more performance, more automation, … 
•  Probably a zero sum game: tell us what we can do less of to allow us to 

shift effort 
•  This is a users committee – focus on your needs, not management 

oversight, software development practices, how to prepare for ASTRO 
2020, … 

3 



CASA 
Charge - Pipeline 
•  Pipeline is an odd beast – the primary use/motivation is institutional, to 

provide standardized data products that users like you will (over time) 
find useful, reducing your need to do data processing at all 

•  But we also provide it as part of CASA so that you can tweak the results 
for when it’s not quite doing what you need 

•  Observatory science operations are responsible for defining the “best 
reduction practices” (heuristics) to be embedded in the pipeline 

•  We expect you will have comments on the user interface aspects (plots, 
whether the tweakable parameters are the right ones; is it sufficiently 
documented, …) 

•  And in general would you like more effort put into this “automation” layer 
versus the underlying CASA reduction package (tasks/tools) 
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CASA 
Charge - other 
•  Are there barriers which are stopping CASA from being more widely 

used, or is it mostly a matter of personal preference (which is fine). 
Should we more broadly solicit this input (e.g., survey). 

•  The primary CASA purpose (& funding) is to support ALMA/VLA, but 
there is a broader ecosystem of other telescope that use (parts of) CASA 
and casacore, which is part of NRAO’s broad mission to support radio 
astronomy generally. Are there any low effort/impact ways we could 
better support this? 

•  The CUC should appoint a deputy chair (who will become chair next 
year). The CUC may choose to suggest organizational improvements in 
how it operates consistent with the terms of reference. 
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CASA This committee 
•  Represents ALMA and VLA users 

–  VLA user representation needs to be strengthened (happenstance of 
who accepted the invitations); this will be corrected as NRAO 
vacancies come up 

•  Has been agreed to by all ALMA partners (JAO, ARCs) 
–  Makes it much easier to prioritize! 
–  However the existing partner committees (e.g. NRAO User 

Committee) will still have their comments as well 
–  Appointments (i.e., of you!) made by by science operations of the 

involved organizations 
•  Formally reports to NRAO Head of Data Management and Software (i.e., 

me) 
–  NRAO responsible for CASA/Pipeline within ALMA 
–  Reports/responses public to all partners 
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CASA Directions 
•  Glendenning Residence, 803 Jim St., Socorro NM 
•  Directions: 

–  ~5 minutes from AOC 
–  Google maps is pretty close, but takes you slightly too far along Jim St 
–  Go out highway 60 as if going to the VLA 
–  Turn left onto Michigan Ave. The easiest thing to look for is a small 

green sign on the right pointing the turn to the high school. If you 
cross the railroad tracks you've gone (just) too far. 

–  Take Michigan around the bend and over a rise, and take a left onto 
Jim St. at the bottom of the dip. (It is the first left off Michigan). 

–  We're the second house on the left, just over the top of the hill. 
•  Lost? +1 575 835-1211. 
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