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Logistics 

• Wireless network:   ALMA2011	


• Password:          Alma2011	



• Breakfast, lunch, & breaks here!	



• Evaluation forms:  	


• Please fill out!	
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Purpose of the Tutorial 

• Introduction to resources available to potential 
users of ALMA	



• Walk-through of the the basic software you’ll 
need to prepare a proposal to use ALMA during 
Early Science	



• This morning explore the Observing Tool 
(OT) 	



• Thisafternoon discover simdata, the ALMA 
data simulator in CASA	



• Time to “play” with these tools, to create your 
own Early Science proposal	





Brenda Matthews 

         James Di Francesco 

Doug Johnstone 

          Me! 

Who’s here to help you? 

Tony Remijan 

         Scott Schnee 

Kartik Sheth 

          Rachel Friesen 

Crystal Brogan 

           Harvey Liszt 
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What is Early Science? 



ALMA currently 
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ALMA later this year 
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• Sixteen 12m antennas	


• Smaller number of correlator modes	


• Maximum baseline 250m	


• No ACA or TPA	


• Limited support compared to Full Science	



• For more information, read “Observing with ALMA – A 
Primer for Early Science	



What is Early Science? 
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The ALMA Early Science Primer  

•  40 pages of useful information about 
ALMA Early Science, written in plain 
language for non-experts	



•  project led by NRC-HIA, after successful 
earlier version made for Hamilton 2008 
ALMA workshop; many contributions by 
the NA, EU, and EA regional centers	



•  Contains concise descriptions of:	


   - Early Science capabilities	


   - proposals	


   - examples of possible projects	


   - interferometric concepts	


   - expected data flow	



•  Also available on the web at 	


http://almatelescope.ca/ALMA-ESPrimer.pdf	
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The North American ALMA Science Center 

•  Services	
  include:	
  

•  	
  Suppor0ng	
  community	
  prepara0on	
  of	
  ALMA	
  proposals	
  

•  	
  Providing	
  post-­‐observa0on	
  user	
  support	
  
•  	
  Maintaining	
  ALMA	
  websites,	
  proposal	
  &	
  data	
  reduc0on	
  guides 	
  	
  
•  Organizing	
  ALMA	
  mee0ngs	
  /	
  workshops	
  

•  	
  Visi0ng	
  ins0tu0ons	
  to	
  give	
  presenta0ons	
  on	
  ALMA	
  

•  	
  Suppor0ng	
  Commissioning	
  and	
  Science	
  Verifica0on	
  efforts	
  

•  The	
  HIA	
  Millimetre	
  Astronomy	
  Group	
  also	
  provides	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  
community	
  through:	
  

•  Helpdesk	
  support	
  
•  Tutorials	
  &	
  workshops	
  across	
  Canada	
  
•  User	
  documenta0on	
  (like	
  the	
  Primer)	
  

•  User	
  support	
  for	
  proposal	
  prepara0on,	
  post-­‐observa0on,	
  etc.	
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The North American ALMA Science Center 

•  GeQng	
  access	
  to	
  this	
  help	
  starts	
  at 

•  http://science.nrao.edu/alma   start here 
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•  On	
  March	
  1,	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  Helpdesk	
  will	
  be	
  through	
  the	
  ALMA	
  User	
  Portal	
  

•  hSp://almascience.org 
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•  On	
  March	
  1,	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  Helpdesk	
  will	
  be	
  through	
  the	
  ALMA	
  User	
  Portal	
  

•  hSp://almascience.org 
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•  On	
  March	
  1,	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  Helpdesk	
  will	
  be	
  through	
  the	
  ALMA	
  User	
  Portal	
  

•  hSp://almascience.org 

•  It	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  where	
  you	
  
access	
  the	
  ALMA	
  OT,	
  and	
  
other	
  tools	
  like	
  the	
  
Sensi0vity	
  Calculator	
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What about face-to-face help? 

•  Astronomers	
  can	
  spend	
  0me	
  in	
  CharloSesville	
  to	
  receive	
  help	
  from	
  the	
  
NAASC	
  staff	
  

•  Short-­‐term	
  (~a	
  week)	
  

•  Long-­‐term	
  (several	
  weeks	
  to	
  months)	
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What about face-to-face help? 

•  Astronomers	
  can	
  spend	
  0me	
  in	
  CharloSesville	
  to	
  receive	
  help	
  from	
  the	
  
NAASC	
  staff	
  

•  Short-­‐term	
  (~a	
  week)	
  

•  Long-­‐term	
  (several	
  weeks	
  to	
  months)	
  

•  Can	
  be	
  arranged	
  by	
  filing	
  a	
  Helpdesk	
  “0cket”	
  

•  Facili0es	
  for	
  similar	
  visits	
  to	
  HIA	
  are	
  being	
  developed	
  



NAASC Tutorials & Community Events 
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•  Jan	
  18,	
  	
  Victoria,	
  BC	
  
•  Feb	
  24-­‐25,	
  CharloSesville,	
  VA	
  

•  Mar	
  11,	
  Santa	
  Fe,	
  NM	
  

•  Apr	
  26-­‐27,	
  CharloSesville,	
  VA	
  

•  April	
  ??,	
  Toronto,	
  ON	
  
•  May	
  9-­‐10,	
  CharloSesville,	
  VA	
  

•  May	
  ??,	
  Calgary	
  AB	
  

•  May	
  22-­‐26,	
  Boston,	
  MA	
  (AAS)	
  

Planned Tutorials: 

• Pre-­‐registra0on	
  for	
  the	
  In-­‐House	
  &	
  Santa-­‐Fe	
  +	
  Boston	
  Tutorials	
  now	
  open	
  

• A	
  number	
  of	
  regional	
  Community	
  Events	
  Day(s)	
  is	
  under	
  considera0on	
  

• 	
  Proposals	
  from	
  Hawaii,	
  Boston	
  area	
  (CfA-­‐Harvard)	
  received	
  
• 	
  Expec0ng	
  proposals	
  from	
  Southern	
  California,	
  Arizona,	
  New	
  York/
New	
  Jersey	
  &	
  Bal0more/DC	
  area	
  –	
  deadline	
  is	
  Feb	
  1!	
  


