
A Tri-State ALMA Community Day

Proposers: Andrew Baker (Rutgers; ajbaker@physics.rutgers.edu), Héctor Arce (Yale),
Jill Knapp (Princeton), Jin Koda (Stony Brook), Mary Putman (Columbia), and Jacqueline
van Gorkom (Columbia)

Venue/date: The event will take place on a Friday and be hosted by the Department of
Astronomy at Columbia, in a room that is equipped with internet access for > 20 astronomers
with laptops. We will also burn CDs with software, documentation, and test datasets that
we can provide to participants as a backup in the event of a connectivity overload. The local
host will be Mary Putman or Jacqueline van Gorkom, depending on which date is ultimately
chosen. The dates we are willing to host are April 29, May 6, May 20, May 27, and June
3, with our top choice being May 27. (We prefer the latter date based on our personal
schedules; while acknowledging that the 27th is the Friday before Memorial Day, we note
that it could mesh conveniently with travel to the AAS meeting in Boston by NAASC staff.)

Expected number of participants: Based on past experience, we expect ∼ 30 − 40
participants. We will maintain an online registration database that will allow us to adjust
flexibly to the actual response rate (see, e.g., http://astro2010.physics.rutgers.edu/).

Advertisement plan: In addition to advertising at our own five institutions, we have access
to the mailing list of “tri-state” (Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York) astronomers that
has been built up through the organization of two broadly-based science conferences over
the last few years (e.g., http://www.astro.yale.edu/tristate/).

Detailed scientific program: A straw-person schedule follows below (depending on the
date, we may rearrange and/or reassign some presentations). The three science-focused
talks in the morning will highlight relevant Science Verification datasets and technical issues,
based on which “stretch” capabilities are offered in the Call for Proposals (e.g., the nearby
galaxies talk will place more emphasis on combination of single-dish and interferometric data
if single-dish spectral line observing is offered). The hands-on tutorials are scheduled for the
afternoon so that it will be easier for participants travelling from greater distances to benefit
from the event’s most unique component. We tentatively request the participation of two
NAASC staff members to ensure adequate support of the tutorial activities; this number
can be adjusted as necessary to meet demand.
09:00 Welcome (Putman)
09:10 A refresher course on interferometry (van Gorkom)
09:40 ALMA and the NAASC (NAASC staff)
10:10 coffee break
10:30 ALMA Early Science capabilities: star formation (Arce)
11:00 ALMA Early Science capabilities: nearby galaxies (Koda)
11:30 ALMA Early Science capabilities: distant galaxies (Baker)
12:00 lunch break
13:00 Tutorial # 1: Using the ALMA Observing Tool (NAASC staff)
14:45 coffee break
15:00 Tutorial # 2: Using CASA/SIMdata (NAASC staff)
16:45 Feedback from participants (moderated by Knapp)
17:00 end of day
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