
California Institute of Technology
Division of Mathematics, Physics, & Astronomy Mail Code 249-17, Pasadena, CA 91125

Dr. John Carpenter
Phone: (626) 395-4024
Email : jmc@astro.caltech.edu

January 7, 2011

Dear Dr. Lonsdale:

We propose to hold an ALMA community day at the California Institute of Technology (Caltech). The
goal of the workshop is to introduce astronomers in the Los Angeles area, including experts and novices
to millimeter-wave interferometry, to the exciting opportunities that will soon be available in the Early
Science phase with ALMA. An ALMA community day at Caltech will be particularly effective given the
large number of astronomers in the local area that can easily commute to Caltech, and the considerable
expertise in millimeter-wave astronomy and interferometry that is available among faculty and postdoctoral
researchers.

Format: We propose to hold a 2 day workshop. The first day will consist of talks led by local experts in
millimeter-wave astronomy who will describe the science enabled by Early Science capabilities. The latter
part of the first day will also include talks by NRAO staff to describe technical aspects of the Early Science
call. The second day will consist of a half-day, hands-on tutorial led by NRAO staff on how to use ALMA
and NAASC software (e.g. CASA).

Program: A preliminary agenda is included with this letter. The final schedule of speakers will depend on
which date is selected by NRAO. All of the speakers expressed enthusiasm for holding the conference, and
we are confident that a broad area of science can be addressed by experts in the field. The science talks will
be 30 minutes in length (20 minutes presentation and 10 minutes for discussion).

Organization: Eric Murphy (Spitzer Science Center) and myself will organize the workshop and arrange
speakers for each of the major topics. We welcome any suggestions from the NAASC based on previous
experience with ALMA Community Days.

Dates: We propose that the full-day science workshop be held on March 15, March 31, or April 12. The
half-day tutorial will be held the morning after the day of science talks. March 15-16 are our preferred dates.

Venue: The talks on Day 1 will held in the Hameetman Auditorium in the Cahill Astronomy and Astro-
physics building on the Caltech campus. The auditorium seats up to 149 people, and has state-of-the-art
audio and visual equipmment. A patio is located outside the auditorium that provides a convenient spot for
lunch and coffee breaks.

Advertising Plan: We will announce the workshop by email to astronomers at Caltech, JPL, IPAC,
and the Spitzer Science Center. In addition, we will email announcements to the chairs of the astronomy
departments at UCLA, UC-Irvine, UC-Riverside, and Carnegie Observatories for further distribution. We
will ask participants to register two weeks in advance of the workshop so that we can plan the coffee and
lunch breaks. There will be no registration fee.

Costs: We request funds from NRAO to cover the cost of a continental break, two coffee breaks, and lunch
for the full-day workshop. No meals or coffee breaks are planned for the half-day tutorial. The estimated
cost for 30 people is $1200, including food, rental of tables and chairs, and cleanup. The cost will double if
60 people attend the workshop.

Thank you for considering our proposal, and we look forward to hearing from you.

Regards,

John Carpenter and Eric Murphy



Preliminary Agenda for ALMA Community Day at Caltech

Day 1
--------------------------------------------------
8:00 AM Continental breakfast
8:30 AM Welcome John Carpenter
8:45 AM Project Status NRAO

9:15 AM High redshift galaxies Dominik Riechers
9:45 AM Ultraluminous galaxies Nick Scoville
10:15 AM Break
10:35 AM Nearby galaxies Jean Turner
11:05 AM High mass SFR Thushara Pillai
11:35 AM Chemistry Paul Goldsmith

12:05 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Circumstellar disks Andrea Isella
1:30 PM Debris disks John Carpenter
2:00 PM Solar System Mike Brown
2:30 PM Break

2:50 PM ALMA Early Science NRAO
3:20 PM ALMA proposal review NRAO
3:40 PM ALMA simulators NRAO
4:00 PM ALMA Observing tool NRAO
4:20 PM ALMA pipeline NRAO
5:00 PM Adjourn

Day 2
--------------------------------------------------
9:00 AM Hands-on tutorial for ALMA software tools
noon Adjourn
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