
Location, Size, Advertisement Plan

An initial poll in December to assess interest for such an event gave roughly 45 people 
who indicated an interest in attending a workshop on ALMA.  After an internal review, 
the STScI has agreed to provide logistical and budgetary support for such a workshop, 
which would take place at the institute.  The distribution was sent to STScI science staff, 
JHU/Physics and Astronomy Department, JHU/Applied Physics Lab, and UMD/
Astronomy Department. We will advertise to other physics and astronomy departments 
in the area, such as UMBC, GWU, Catholic U., George Mason University, U. of 
Delaware. The advertisement plan will consist of targeted e-mails to scientists, as well 
as a web site for the conference and posters to be sent to the different departments.

Dates

STScI can support a mini-workshop in the 11-22 April timeframe, and this was used to 
construct an initial choice of dates.  There is a workshop on disks occurring at NASA/
GSFC April 12-14 (http://science.gsfc.nasa.gov/667/conferences/signposts.html) which 
we would like to avoid.  At the same time, we would like to maximize the interest and 
energy of people likely to attend the ALMA mini-workshop who would also be attending 
the disks workshop (we expect some overlap between the two), so our first two choices 
of dates are April 11 and 15, respectively: i.e., buffeting the disks workshop.  A third 
choice would be a day in the following week, April 18-22.  If NRAO needs more flexibility 
in scheduling the workshop (i.e. much later than this) then please talk to me: I will need 
to see how flexible the institute can be.

Science Program that Highlights ALMA ES capabilities

The theme for our mini-workshop is the synergy of ALMA and space missions.  ALMA 
will be running before JWST and concurrently with HST.  Therefore it is necessary to 
maximize the science that can be done both from the ground and from space.  This is 
necessarily a broad theme, but encompasses the strengths of STScI and our partner 
institutes in this miniworkshop.  This is an important step to maximize the visibility of 
ALMA and the transformational science it can do to the optical community.  The Lab for 
Millimeter Astronomy at UMD/College Park has agreed to provide an intro on mm-
wavelength observing techniques, and science talks will be taken from the interests of 
the local community, with plenty of opportunity for break-out discussions.  
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