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We propose to host an ALMA Community Day at the University of Florida (UF) in 
Gainesville, FL. There is a large (~100) community of astronomers and astrophysicists 
at UF, including ~30 graduate students. We would also make sure to advertise this 
event well to other universities in the area, especially University of Central Florida and 
Florida State University. We expect that the event would also attract attendees from 
further afield, e.g. the US east coast.

We have extensive experience in organizing one day meetings with the rest of the 
Florida astronomical community via the Florida Star & Planet Formation Days (see: 
http://www.astro.ufl.edu/starformation/sfdays.html ).

1. Scientific Program:

We (Jonathan Tan, Elizabeth Lada, Peter Barnes, Charles Telesco, Anthony Gonzalez, 
Rafael Guzman) will design a scientific program that highlights ALMAʼs ability to break 
new ground in areas related to Cosmic Origins Themes, including Star Formation, 
especially massive star formation and star formation in nearby galaxies; Planet 
Formation, especially protostellar disks and debris disks; and Galaxy Formation and 
Evolution, especially starbursts and accretion to active galactic nuclei. Of course, we 
are happy to receive scientific input from NAASC staff as well.

2. Possible Dates:

For the ALMA Community Day, our preference is for a 2 day meeting on a Thursday and 
Friday sometime between now and Friday April 22nd 2011, but avoiding March 10th and 
11th. A one day meeting is also possible, but would probably be a bit too crowded. 
Some possible dates are thus 4/21-4/22, 4/14-4/15, 4/7-4/8, but we are quite flexible 
and can consider other dates. March and April are generally very pleasant times to visit 
Florida.

3. Expected location, size of audience, advertisement plan:

We would want the event to be on the UF campus in Gainesville, FL. 

Within the Astronomy Dept. we can easily organize a workshop for ~40-50 participants. 
If the number of participants is larger, we expect to be able to reserve facilities at the 
Reitz Union on campus (but this may constrain the dates somewhat). We would 
probably want to keep the event smaller than ~125 persons max.

We will advertise in the Star Formation Newsletter and also use our email lists for the 
previous conferences we have organized (From Stars to Planets, April 2007, 140 
attendees; From Stars to Galaxies, April 2010, 220 attendees). 
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